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sages to man,  and hence transcended all other
knowledge.   During the Christian centuries great
thinkers had beaten these dogmas into shape and
had related them for  ready comprehension  by
the common mind until they had become, as it
were, integral parts in the consciousness of the
Christian world, while upon them had been or-
ganized a vast system of ecclesiasticism through
which the spiritual relations between God and man
enshrouded in the dogmas were presented to im-
agination and to religious faith in the most impres-
siVefoftnsof architecture, literature, music, and art.
It is becoming somewhat the fashion, in these
later days of science and new religions, to look with
a feeling akin to supercilious disdain upon these
dogmas and to credit them with but little good in
the moral and intellectual development of man-
kind. We may admit the gross anthropomor|)l^f as
well as the mythical character tbatt'pervadesi;&to|
the bitter persecutions and the terrible destruction
of human life that have attended their promulga-
tion as a system of religious faith may all be ad-
mitted; yet it must be conceded that these dogmas
have enshrouded far beyond any other religious
system a religious truth of the utmost significance;
a truth which was dimly apprehended in the an-
cient civilizations, and which philosophic thinkers
of all ages have recognized as lying back of all ex-
periential knowledge; a truth which by its majes-
tic spiritual import held European society together
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